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ﬂ Project Case Study | spotlight on creative, problem-solving kitchens and baths

Eye-Catching Accents Create Chef’s Dream itchen

Pratos Peter Ry

Above: A centrally located window was removed to create
the perfect vantage point for the La Cormue cooker

By Him Berndtson

SPRING LAKE. NJ Left: The dark bronze Below: Antique tin, from
here are plenty of eye-catehing Elite Bath farm sink is the same collection used to
accents in the kitchen of this shore highlighted by a foot- craft the hood, is used as
home recently remodeled by Peter controlled ROHL faucet panel inserts in the island.

Ross Salerno, CMEBD and owner/
president of Peter Salerno, Inc., in WyekolT,
NI, There's thi tin ceiling, the hand-paint
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el monogrammed cabinetry in the pantry,
the larger-than-life granite apple hand
picked by the homeowniers while on a trip
to Carrera, ltaly, and the island aleove for
the family’s recently adopted shelter dog

But it's the French blue La Cornue Chatean
cooker and custom-designed ventilation hood crafted
from reclaimed 100-year-old tin that typically garner
the greatest attention from guests

The cooker and its complementary hood are the
heart of the kitchen and the heart of Salerno’s design.
Thiey were requestid by the clients, who fell in love
with the Chatean cooker while on a family vacation in
Paris. The elient and her daughter took a cooking class
at the Ritz where culinary indulgences were created
on La Cornue cookers, and from that moment on, she
knew she wanted to incorporate it into the remodel

The challenge, however, was that the original cook-
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Project Highlights

W Peter Ross Salerno, CMKBD and owner/president of Peter
Saberno, [nc. remodeled the Kitehen of 8 1920s home in Spring
Lake, NJ. The goal was to create a new kitchen that maintained
the character of the home with a bit of Européan flair,

The focal point of the space is a La Cornue Chateau cooker
highlighted by a ventilation hood crafted by SimplyAmy, LLC
from century-old tin that once adorned & New York City apart-
ment. Tin panel inserts from the same antique collection are
incorporated in the istand.

A new tin cefling crafted by the American Tin Company draws
attention upward and visually heightens the room, which

has 7.5' esilings. Tall, narrow Craft-Maid upper cabinets that
meet the ceiling add to the illusion of height.

The dark bronze Elite Bath farm sink, with a Rohl foot pedal
faucet, also complements the time period. The custom cherry
cabinet features a burl-carved center panel that reflects the

The hand-painted monogrammed accent cabinet is flanked by twe
Sub-Zero wine refrigerators for the client’s wine collection

top was located on the island
Salerno suggested removing a cen-
trally located window on an exterior
wall to create the perfect vantage
point to highlight the cooker.

“That particular wall was calling
for something to be the theme of the
kitchen,” Salerno says.

While the cooker drove the
theme of the room, the hood above
it had to be just as beautiful,
Salerno stresses. Working with
Amy Macar of SimplyAmy, LLC, in
Milford, NJ, the duo created a stun-
ning “crown” for the cooker. Macar
turned the century-old tin that once
adorned a New York City apartment
into a one-of-a-kind hood

“It's really a piece of art,” Salerno
says. “She did an amazing job. The
hood and the range accentuate the
entire wall, and they really make a
big impact in the kitchen.”

Backsplash tiles, hand carved
from térra cotta then painted with
a metallic finish, virtually match
the hood. Shelves on each side of
the La Cornue provide a space for
the elient to display her heirloom
canister collection

THE PIECE DE RESISTANCE

Tin from the same antique collec-
tion is also used as panel inseris
in the istand, which is topped with
double-thick granite to match the
magnitude of the kitchen,

The island, accented with
French-style corbels, also adds to
the European theme. Floor-to-ceil-
ing columns, which previously “free
MNoated.” are now incorporated into
the island

The piéce de résistance of the
island is the alcove created for the
family's canine companion. “The
family had just adopted a dog,
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Grace, and they wanted a place

for her in the kitchen,” he says. °|
carved out this niche in the island
and gave her a place to cuddle up. |
added a drawer for her collurs and
leashes. It's really a great space,
Everyone is happy, even the dog!™

CRERTING AN DPTICAL ILLUSION

One challenge associaled with the
space is the kitchen's low celling,
just 7.5'. To give the room an added
sense of height, Salerno incorpo
rated tall, narrow upper cabinets
that run to the top of the ream
“It's really an optical illusion,” he
says, “created by the cabinetry, as
well as by the tin ceiling”

The ceiling was erafted by the
American Tin Ceiling Company to
tie in with the antique hood. The
chosen pattern = panels with a cen
ter medallion — was selected for its
ability to accommodate the lights.

“We didn't want to randomly
cut the ceiling wherever we needed
lights,” he says. "One reason we
chose this pattern was because we
could fit the lights in the center
medallion.”

Additional highlights of the
space include & monogrammed
accent cabinet — hand painted by
Joe Brown — that is Mlanked by two
Sub-Zero wine refrigerators.

Across the room, a copper bar
sink accented with tiny mosaic tiles
that line the interior of the bowl
enhances the theme of the Kitchen

The main sink, a dark bronze
Elite Bath farm sink, also comple-
ments the time period. It is high-
lighted by a humminghird motif
on its face and a Rohl faucet with
a foat pedal to control the water
flow. The custom cherry cabinet
features a burl-carved center panel

curvature of the Enkeboll corbels on each side.

High-end appliances include a Sub-Zero refrigerator and
beverage refrigerator, two Mieke dishwashers, a Miele coffee
maker und icemaker and a GE microwuve.

that reflects the curvature of Lhe
Enkeboll corbels on each side
Craft-Maid cabinets - cherry
and maple painted in & ereamy
buttermilk color = complement the
blue range. The same buttermilk
color sheaths a Sub-Zero refrig
erator. Other high-end appliances
inelude a Sub-Zero bevernge refrig
erator, two Miele dishwashers, a
Miele coffee maker and icemaker

and a GE microwave

Underfoot, the original hard-
wood [loaring - in a herringhone
pattern reminiscent of the 1920s -
was reflinished

“Everyone who cooks here loves
the space,” Salerno says. “Although
everyone knows it's a new kitchen,
it seems original, It fits the home
beautifully, and maintains its char-
acter. It really is & chels dream!”
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